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Didymo Found in the 
Tuckaseigee River

! HITTIER, N.C. (Jan. 25, 2016) – The N.C. 
! Wildlife Resources Commission advises trout 
anglers fishing in western North Carolina waters to be 
especially diligent when cleaning their fishing 
equipment after didymo, a nuisance algae, was found 
in the Tuckaseigee River in Jackson County.

Researchers from Tennessee Tech University collected 
cells of the microscopic algae while conducting 
regional surveys in late 2015 — the first time the 
organism has been documented in North Carolina. 
Didymo, also called rock snot, is the common name of 
Didymosphenia geminata, a freshwater diatom species 
that can produce thick algal mats along stream 

bottoms. The mats can be so thick that they alter 
stream habitats and make fishing difficult.

Because didymo can be spread easily from waterbody 
to waterbody, Commission biologists recommend that 
trout anglers take the following steps to avoid 
spreading the algae:

•         Remove any visible mud, plants, fish or animals 
before transporting equipment;

•         Eliminate water from equipment before 
transporting; and,

New Life Membership

Tuck
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In collaboration with Sage, a proud corporate partner, 
Trout Unlimited is pleased to offer new life members 
their choice of three award-winning Sage ACCEL rods 
along with a 2200 series reel in return for their life 
membership dues.

Each of these rods is proudly inscribed with the words 
“Trout Unlimited Life Member," and are available at 
the beginning of June at the new life member price of 
$1,500. Installment options available.
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•         Clean and dry anything that comes into contact with water.
•
The Commission has a dedicated Angler Gear Care webpage that lists other steps anglers can take to help 
prevent the spread of aquatic nuisance species, including how to properly disinfect fishing equipment.

The confirmation of didymo in the Tuckasegee River marks the third time in a little over a year that an aquatic 
nuisance species has been discovered in western North Carolina. In December 2014, gill lice were found for the 
first time in North Carolina on brook trout in the Cullasaja River in Macon County. Another species of gill lice, 
this time affecting rainbow trout, was found in August 2015 in three water bodies in Haywood and Watauga 
counties. And in July 2015, whirling disease, a parasite affecting trout, was confirmed for the first time in 
the state in rainbow trout collected from Watauga River near Foscoe in Watauga County.

The appearance of these aquatic nuisance species is concerning to fisheries biologists because it highlights the 
ongoing and increasing threat that aquatic nuisance species pose to the state’s aquatic resources.

“Aquatic nuisance species — either plants or animals — are organisms that cause ecological and/or economic 
harm if established,” said Jacob Rash, the Commission’s coldwater research coordinator.  “It is important that we 
all work to help prevent the introduction and spread of these nuisance organisms by being good stewards of our 
State’s aquatic resources that we all care for and enjoy.

 “Always remember to clean and dry equipment, clothing, or anything else that comes into contact with water.  In 
addition, never move live fish from one body of water to another without first obtaining a permit from the 
Commission.”

For more information about trout fishing in North Carolina, visit the Commission’s Trout Fishing website. For 
more information about other aquatic nuisance species, visit the Protect Your Waters website. l

Continued from page -1-

Photo of didymo found in 
the Watauga River, TN by 

Dr. Justin Murdock of 
Tennessee Tech 

University.

Didymo was found in the tailwaters of the Norris, Cherokee, Wilbur and 
South Holston hydroelectric dams in 2005, the first U.S. finding east of 
the Mississippi River.   ~ WIKIPEDIA
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http://www.ncwildlife.org/News/NewsArticle/tabid/416/IndexID/10195/Default.aspx
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(Santa Fe) -- Hundreds of sportsmen 
and conservationists, businesses and 
community leaders, tribal members and 
young people crowded into the New 
Mexico state Capitol last week to show 
their support for public lands and to 
oppose efforts by fringe groups like the 
Bundy clan to seize public lands and 
transfer them to state or private control.

“Hands off our public lands!” they 
shouted, raising the rafters on the 
Roundhouse.

Gov. Martinez, can you hear us now?

The rally, organized by the New Mexico 
Wildlife Federation and supported by 
Trout Unlimited and other conservation 
groups, was held in part to send a 
message to lawmakers, who last year 
introduced a bill that would have studied the feasibility 
of a massive public lands sell-off.

“Hell no!” is perhaps the politest way to describe the 
mood of the crowd and their attitude toward any 
similar proposals this year to mess with public lands.

As one of the speakers noted, “Public lands are our 
birthright.” And if states and special interests succeed 
in taking control of them, say goodbye to access. 
These lands likely would be sold to the highest 
bidder, locking out sportsmen and other 
recreationists.

That would be trouble here in New Mexico, where 90 
percent of hunters and anglers depend on public 
lands for access.

“If public lands are shut down and closed off, there 
won’t be places for me to take my clients, family and 

friends,” Ivan Valdez, owner of The Reel Life, a fly 
fishing shop in Santa Fe, told the crowd. “I want to be 
able to pass on the hunting and fishing spots I’ve 
learned to my son.”

“We’re proud to stand with other Americans who love 
our public lands and don’t want them seized by fringe 
interests or sold off to the highest bidder,” said Toner 
Mitchell, TU’s Water and Habitat program manager 
for New Mexico, in a statement. “I think we’re sending 
a clear message: We won’t tolerate hostile takeovers 
of land that belongs to all Americans, not just a 
radical minority.”

He added, “Armed intimidation won’t solve a single 
one of our public lands issues. All the stakeholders of 
our public lands—federal and state agencies, 
ranchers, recreationists, local communities—need to 
work together to address the huge challenges facing 
our public lands, from forest and water management 
to grazing and wildlife issues.”

A Message From 
Santa Fe

Continued on page -4-

http://c/Users/Randy.Scholfield/Documents/media%20campaign%20plans/Public%20Lands/LTEs,%20Opeds/Sen.%20Bill%20Soules,%20D-Las%20Cruces,%20noted%20that%20the%20state%E2%80%99s%2026%20million%20acres%20of%20public%20lands%20generate%20$458%20million%20in%20tax%20revenue,%20$6.1%20billion%20in%20consumer%20spending%20and%20680,000%20jobs.
http://c/Users/Randy.Scholfield/Documents/media%20campaign%20plans/Public%20Lands/LTEs,%20Opeds/Sen.%20Bill%20Soules,%20D-Las%20Cruces,%20noted%20that%20the%20state%E2%80%99s%2026%20million%20acres%20of%20public%20lands%20generate%20$458%20million%20in%20tax%20revenue,%20$6.1%20billion%20in%20consumer%20spending%20and%20680,000%20jobs.
http://c/Users/Randy.Scholfield/Documents/media%20campaign%20plans/Public%20Lands/LTEs,%20Opeds/Sen.%20Bill%20Soules,%20D-Las%20Cruces,%20noted%20that%20the%20state%E2%80%99s%2026%20million%20acres%20of%20public%20lands%20generate%20$458%20million%20in%20tax%20revenue,%20$6.1%20billion%20in%20consumer%20spending%20and%20680,000%20jobs.
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http://www.tu.org/press-releases/tu-urges-cooperation-on-public-lands
http://www.tu.org/press-releases/tu-urges-cooperation-on-public-lands
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Toner pointed out that our national forests 
in New Mexico are in serious trouble—the 
forests in many areas are overstocked 
and under attack by insects, riparian 
habitat is degraded, and soils are eroding 
and unstable. There’s also the 
tremendous threat posed by wildfires.

That’s why TU is actively involved in long-
range forest management plan revisions 
currently being undertaken for the 
Carson, Santa Fe and Gila national 
forests in New Mexico.

TU’s Mitchell and other staff are digging in 
to do the patient, long-haul work of 
attending public meetings, educating 
sportsmen about road and recreation 
planning in forests, giving input on habitat 
and wildlife management-- all to make 
sure that sportsmen’s voices are heard in 
the stewardship of our public lands.

I have a feeling sportsmen’s voices were heard at last 
week’s rally. l

Submitted to the TU website by Randy Scholfield ~ TU’s 
communications director for the Southwest region.

Continued from page -3-

New Pedestrian Bridge Installed on the Tuckaseigee River Greenway

http://www.santafenewmexican.com/news/health_and_science/fire-top-factor-as-officials-update-forest-management-plan/article_a95afbef-fdce-5070-b683-3854c5c05de0.html
http://www.santafenewmexican.com/news/health_and_science/fire-top-factor-as-officials-update-forest-management-plan/article_a95afbef-fdce-5070-b683-3854c5c05de0.html
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 DECEMBER GRUB COMMITTEE
Jim Mills will provide the grub for the February meeting.

Click here for 
link to video.

You can help reconnect rivers thoughout the 
US by giving to the Orvis/TU 1,000 Miles 
Campaign.

Photo - TU

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=doWlxhhez7Y
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=doWlxhhez7Y
https://gifts.tumembership.org/donate/orvis-tu-fund-culverts
https://gifts.tumembership.org/donate/orvis-tu-fund-culverts
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SHARE WITH YOUR CHAPTER

Do you have something you’d like to share with the 
chapter? An announcement, news, or topic that you feel 

would be of interest to fellow members?

We are always seeking submissions to Tuck Tales for our 
future editions. Please let your editor know by sending 

your information to:

Craig Forrest
craigforrest@sleepyhollowstudio.com

Think about supporting TU 
with a Back The Brookie TU 

license plate!

Backcast

Be An Active Member

TCTU has a number of committees that 
need members like you to participate. 

Please consider contacting a committee 
chairperson to volunteer to serve on the 

committee that most interests you.

Send your requests to President Dick 
Sellers @ dick.sellers@frontier.com

to let him know which committee you are 
interested in, and he will forward your 

name to the chairperson.

Help TCTU by getting involved with one of 
the committees listed below.

Conservation/Education

Fund Raising

Membership

Programs

Publicity/Communications

Fishing Trips

 he January meeting offered members a 
	 presentation by Rivers Edge Outfitters about winter 
fishing tactics.  Thanks to the January Grub Committee of 
Tom Massie, Larry Tucker, and Craig Forrest. l

T

mailto:craigforrest@sleepyhollowstudio.com
mailto:craigforrest@sleepyhollowstudio.com
mailto:lwtucker@morrisbb.net
mailto:lwtucker@morrisbb.net
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UPCOMING EVENTS

Next TCTU Meeting: 
United Community Bank Meeting Room, February 2, 2016

S.E. Regional Meeting: May 20-22, Roanoke, VA

2016 Annual Meeting: Bozeman, MT Sept. 28 - Oct. 1, 2016

FLY OF THE MONTH

Do you have a pattern that you'd like to submit for our Tuck Tales Fly Of The Month 
article? If you can take a few digital photos of your fly tying effort, please do so and 

provide a short description of how to tie your pattern.

Most point-and-shoot digital cameras have a flash and macro photography capability. 
Come on. Give it a try. Share that secret pattern with your fellow members!

We'll include your fly in an up-coming issue of Tuck Tales!

Please send an email to Craig Forrest

craigforrest@sleepyhollowstudio.com

The Winter issue of Trout 
Magazine is now 

available on-line at:

http://www.tu.org/media/trout-
magazine

mailto:craigforrest@sleepyhollowstudio.com
mailto:craigforrest@sleepyhollowstudio.com
http://www.tu.org/press-room/trout-magazine
http://www.tu.org/press-room/trout-magazine
http://www.tu.org/press-room/trout-magazine
http://www.tu.org/press-room/trout-magazine


TUCKASEIGEE CHAPTER # 373 OF TROUT UNLIMITED

February 2016 8

! ell, it’s happened. Didymo (Didymosphenia geminata) has 
! been found in our own Tuckaseigee River. (See story on 
page -1-)

First it was gill lice in the Cullasaja River, then whirling disease in 
Watauga County. Now we have another scourge here in our 
chapter’s namesake.

Folks, we’ve got to make a concerted effort to be diligent about 

cleaning our equipment to try and do all we 
can to stop the spread of these terrible 
aquatic nuisance species. It simply cannot 
be stressed enough that we all need to do 
everything we can to try and help stop this 
by letting the public know of this situation 
and working with NCWRC and Trout 
Unlimited’s efforts regarding invasive 
species.

Our chapter leaders have been contacted 
by Damon Hearne, TU’s Southeast 
Conservation Director regarding the 
possibility of having Tuck chapter take an 
active role in helping to assess what steps 
might be taken to help with this problem, 
whether it might be assisting the 
researchers involved, collecting needed 
data, or simply providing an outlet to the 
public for information through press 
releases and our newsletter/website.

Membership will be kept informed through 
our regular chapter meetings and the 
newsletter/website regarding what protocols 
might be established for Tuck chapter to be 
of help and assistance. 

In the meanwhile, please be sure to follow 
NCWRC guidelines regarding cleaning your 
equipment! l

Editor’s Cast

Tuck Chapter will meet 6:30 
PM February 2nd at United 

Community Bank of Sylva on 
highway 107 South. The 

program for the meeting will 
be about the recreational 
improvements in our area 

from FERC relicensing. Scott 
Jolley of Duke Energy will be 

our speaker.

Forward Cast

W

Photo of didymo found in the 
Watauga River, TN by Dr. 

Justin Murdock of Tennessee 
Tech University.
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Tuckaseigee Chapter is offering a chance to win a new fly rod at each meeting!

This 4-piece, 8.5 foot, MHX, 5-weight rod built by fellow chapter member Jim Mills of Raven Fork Rods was won by 
Jeff Marcum at the chapter’s December, 2015 meeting! We will be arranging for a new rod prize soon.

Members can purchase chances at $1 each ($5 gets you 6 tickets) to be selected to then draw a card from a standard 
deck. If you draw the special card you’ll win the rod. That’s quite a good reason to attend the next meeting. You could 

go home with a beautiful rod!

Don’t Miss Your Chance!

is published 12 times per year by Tuckaseigee Chapter 
of Trout Unlimited, a non-profit organization, for its 

members and supporters.

Edited by Craig Forrest. Please address comments to:

Tuck Tales
P.O. Box 3196

Cullowhee, NC 28723

email: craigforrest@sleepyhollwstudio.com

The Tuckaseigee Chapter has a web presence at:

http://www.tuckaseigee.tu.org

Tuck
TalesSend In A Fishing Report!

Tuck Tales would like to feature your fishing report. This 
could be from a recent or past fishing trip. We don’t care 
where you went or what you fished for. Maybe you fished 

the Tuck, or some other water out-of-state or maybe 
another country!

Just send in your report including who went, where, when, 
what water was fished, the tackle used, photos if you have 

them, and what were the results. Send to:

Craig Forrest
craigforrest@sleepyhollowstudio.com

Tuckaseigee Chapter of Trout Unlimited serves Jackson, Macon, and Swain Counties. We meet the first 
Tuesday of every month in the Community Room at the rear of the United Community Bank of Highway 
107 South in Sylva at 6:30 PM. A meal is provided by the Grub Committee at a cost of $5 per person. 
Guests are invited to join us at no charge.

mailto:craigforrest@sleepyhollwstudio.com
mailto:craigforrest@sleepyhollwstudio.com
http://tuckaseigee.tu.org
http://tuckaseigee.tu.org
mailto:craigforrest@sleepyhollowstudio.com
mailto:craigforrest@sleepyhollowstudio.com
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Examples of 
apparel with 

the 
Tuckaseigee 

Chapter 
embroidery
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 ullowhee, NC. October 22, 2015. This winter Duke Energy will be extending the boat 
	
 ramps at Barker’s Creek as well as Locust Creek to better accommodate boat ramp users.  
Construction on both projects will occur simultaneously with both ramps being extended 
approximately 20 linear feet to reach the bed of the river.  Construction at Barkers Creek will begin 
November 2, 2015 and will result in closure of the ramp and a portion of the parking area.  Access to 
other amenities including picnic tables and the volleyball court will remain open.  Construction at 
Locust Creek will begin November 9, 2015 and will require closure of the entire access and parking 
area.  Both accesses are scheduled to reopen by the beginning of the New Year.
 
Alternative nearby river access points include the Webster River Access, offering stair entry to the river 
and the C.J. Harris Access offering boat ramp entry.

For more information contact Jennifer Bennett,  Outdoor Recreation Manager,  Jackson County Parks 
and Recreation Department at jenniferbennett@jacksonnc.org or 828.293.3053.

Jennifer Bennett
Outdoor Recreation Manager
Jackson County Parks and Recreation Department
(P) 828.293.3053  (F) 828.293.3215

Barkers Creek and Locust Creek 
Accesses Closing in November for 

Improvements

C

mailto:jenniferbennett@jacksonnc.org
mailto:jenniferbennett@jacksonnc.org
http://www.jacksonnc.org/parks-and-recreation.html
http://www.jacksonnc.org/parks-and-recreation.html
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The Pisgah Chapter of Trout Unlimited's Fly Fishing School encompasses all the basic functions of fly 
fishing and is designed to put the new angler on the stream with basic self-sufficiency. We draw on the 
experience and talents of over 100 chapter members to provide the very best instruction on a personal 
basis not possible in a commercial enterprise. Participants also receive a 60-page "Introduction to Fly 
Fishing" on CD. 

Casting
The techniques for basic casts are taught, including the overhead cast, the side arm cast, and the roll cast. 
Additionally, such functions as mending line, proper retrieve, and avoiding tangles are taught.

Line Management
This segment covers all of the essential knots used in the assembly of the line system. You will learn how to modify 
your leader to maximize your effectiveness in casting and outsmarting that wiley trout.

Equipment and Safety
Whether you have already acquired your equipment, or are starting from scratch, this segment will provide useful 
tips on necessary equipment and optional items to make the experience more enjoyable.  Also covered is wading 
safety.

Stream Tactics, Entomology, and Fly Selection
So you have the equipment and know how to cast and assemble your line; now how to select a fly and where to 
cast it?  This segment emphasizes the correct fly for the time of the year and the type of stream on which you are 
fishing. It will show you the natural insects which are imitated with various flies, how to match your artificials to 
these and how to determine if the trout are dining on them.

Code of Ethics
We believe in a code of ethics and stream etiquette and will discuss these important aspects of fly fishing.

Half Day on the Stream
It is one thing to learn it, but quite another to actually use it. This half day on the stream with our experienced 
mentor anglers, arranged to fit your schedule, provides an opportunity to use the lessons taught and to acquire 
additional assistance where needed.

Pisgah Chapter to 
Again Offer Fly 
Fishing School

For more info and registration click here.

April 23, 2016

http://www.pisgahchaptertu.org/FFS_2016.pdf
http://www.pisgahchaptertu.org/FFS_2016.pdf
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Fly of the Month
By Shannon Messer

This month’s fly is the Messer Red Quill or Hendrickson

Materials:

Hook: Size 12 standard dry fly hook
Wing/Tail: Bronze mallard
Body: Quill from a red hen feather
Thread: Garnet 6/0 (males have red eyes)
Hackle: Dun

Sally Hanson Hard as Nails to coat the body

Great early-season dry fly!

As usual, tying materials 
are available from Shannon 
at the Sylva Orvis Store.
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Messer Red Quill or Hendrickson

Tie in the bronze mallard for the wing and wrap 
garnet thread for the under body.

Tie in the tail with divided fibers.
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Wrap the quill for the body.

Hackle the fly with dun hackle, coat the body with Sally 
Hanson, and whip finish the fly.

Messer Red Quill or Hendrickson
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legend
!Hatchery Supported

!Delayed Harvest

!Wild

!Catch and Release, Single Hook Artificial Lure

!Catch and Release/Single Hook Artificial Fly

!Red and White: Special Regulations

!Wild/Natural Bait

MOUNTAIN TROUT MAP

COUNTY STREAM OCTOBER NOVEMBER

Alleghany Little River 9 5
Ashe Helton Creek 1 2

Trout Lake 1 2
Big Horse Creek 9 5
South Fork New River 9 5

Burke Jacob Fork 9 5
Caldwell Wilson Creek 7 3
Clay Fires Creek 13 3
Graham Big Snowbird 13 9
Haywood West Fork Pigeon River 1 4
Henderson North Fork Mills River 12 2
Jackson Tuckasegee River 7, 9 3, 5
Macon Nantahala 15 6
Madison Big Laurel Creek 1 2

Shelton Laurel Creek 14 2
Spring Creek 6 5

McDowell Curtis Creek 8 4
Mill Creek 8 4
Catawba River 8 4

Mitchell Cane Creek 8 4
North Toe River 7 3

Polk Green River 14 6
Surry Ararat River 8 4

Mitchell River 1 2
Swain Tuckasegee River 8 4
Transylvania East Fork French Broad River 1 9

Little River 12 10
Watauga Watauga River 1 2

Coffee Lake 1 2
Wilkes East Prong Roaring River 1 2

Stone Mountain Creek 1 2
Reddies River 12 3
Elk Creek 12 3

Yancey Cane River 12 6
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Please visit
ncwildlife.org/fishing/trout
for more information about
trout regulations, stockings,
and angling opportunities.
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2015 DELAYED HARVEST STOCKING DATES

!

Alleghany
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Buncombe
Burke

Cherokee

Graham Henderson
Jackson
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STOPAQUATIC 
HITCHHIKERS!
CLEAN AND DRY ANYTHING THAT COMES INTO

CONTACT WITH WATER

Invasive aquatic plants, such as hydrilla and
giant salvinia; exotic mussels, such as zebra
and quagga mussels; and even algae, like

didymo or rock snot, can hitch a ride on fishing and boating gear.
Once established, they cause extensive damage to aquatic systems.

We need your help to prevent the spread of nuisance species.

When you leave a body of water:
• Remove any visible mud, plants, fish or animals before transporting equipment.
• Eliminate water from equipment before transporting.
• Clean and dry anything that comes into contact with water (boats, trailers,

equipment, clothing, dogs, etc.).
• Never release plants, fish or animals into a body of water unless they came out

of that body of water.

For more information, including recommendations for cleaning anything that
comes into contact with water, visit: ProtectYourWaters.net
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Regulation 
Reminders

Please Read the Detailed 
Fishing Regulations for 

More Information

! atch-and-Release/Artificial Lures Only Waters!  
! These trout waters and their tributaries, except as noted, may 
be fished only with artificial lures having one single hook. No trout 
may be harvested or possessed while fishing these streams. These 
streams are marked with purple-and-gold signs.

C

! atch-and-Release/Artificial Flies Only Waters!These 
! trout waters and their tributaries, except as noted, may 
be fished only with artificial flies having one single hook. No 
trout may be harvested or possessed while fishing these 
streams. These streams are marked with red-and-gold signs.

C
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Manufactured by 
clouds. Aged in ice. 
Brought to you by 
gravity. Quantities 
are limited. TU.orgFebruary ~ March Hatches
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INSECT EMERGENCE PATTERN

EARLY DARK 
STONEFLIES

ALL DAY 18 PHEASANT TAIL
18 EARLY BROWN STONEFLY

BLUE QUILL
PARALEPTOPHLEBIA 
ADOPTIVA

LATE MARCH
MORNING TO EARLY 
AFTERNOON

18 BLUE QUILL WET & DRY
18 ADAMS

BWO
BAETIS

FEBRUARY - MARCH
EARLY AFTERNOONS
WARM DAYS

18 BWO PARACHUTE
18 ADAMS

QUILL GORDAN
EPEORUS PLEURALIS

LATE MARCH
EARLY AFTERNOON

12-14 QUILL GORDAN DRY
12-14 GOLD-RIBBED HARE’S 
EAR
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