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It Only Took One Day

New Life Membership

Tuck
Tales

Join today as a Trout Unlimited Life Member and we'll send 
you a Sage MOD rod, the new Sage CLICK reel and RIO 
Gold fly line. 

You'll love fishing with your new Sage rod and reel combo 
and enjoy a lifetime of TU member benefits, not the least 
of which is knowing that you are making a lasting impact 
protecting the places you love to fish. Signing up is easy. 
Just pick your tax-deductible payment plan at this link.

TUCKASEIGEE
CHAPTER

by Chris Wood

Twenty-four hours. That is how long it took for the U.S. House of Representatives to pass a resolution 
to make it easier to sell or transfer America’s public lands. The fight for our public lands started on day 
one of the 115th Congress.

On Tuesday, the House of Representative voted on a rules package that included a provision to make 
land transfers “budget neutral”—essentially greasing the skids for future public land disposal bills. No 
public hearings. No public testimony. Just a smoke filled room, sans the smoke, and the future of 
public lands are in question.
 
Public lands contain nearly seventy-percent of the remaining habitat for native trout. Half of our blue 
ribbon trout streams originate or flow through public lands. Public lands are the backyard of the little 
guy, not the playground of the rich. Public lands ensure that Americans don’t need to beg, borrow or 
trespass if they want to hunt or fish or hike.

Continued on page -2-

https://gifts.tumembership.org/member/life-jan2017?ms=MEM-WFO-WLIFE1701E1&utm_source=Real%20Magnet&utm_medium=Email&utm_campaign=107355274
https://gifts.tumembership.org/member/life-jan2017?ms=MEM-WFO-WLIFE1701E1&utm_source=Real%20Magnet&utm_medium=Email&utm_campaign=107355274
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Trout Unlimited recognizes that public land management can be improved. And we work with our state 
and federal agency partners on collaborative solutions to do that. But the ham-handed, great barbecue 
notion that we should transfer or sell America’s lands is neither productive, reasonable or in the public 
interest.

Public lands are the best idea America ever had—the hairy notion that we enjoy as a birthright places to 
hunt, fish, roam and explore the lands that tested the character of our nation over 200 years ago. The 
sale or transfer of public lands was a bad idea during the Sagebrush Rebellion 30 years ago. It was bad 
idea during the county supremacy movement 15 years later. It was a bad idea when extremists took 
over the Malheur National Wildlife Refuge last year. And it was a bad idea when the House voted earlier 
this week.

The sale or transfer of public lands would be one the most irretrievably bad, irrevocable mistakes the 
US Congress could possibly make.

If you hunt or fish or care about open-space for your kids, you need to make your voice heard. Contact 
your elected officials using TU’s action center, and here you can see how your Representative voted on 
the joint resolution. You can also tell Congress and the President to keep public lands public, and 
include a message why America’s public lands matter to you by signing TU’s petition.

It took 24 hours for the opponents of public lands to telegraph their intentions. Please take five minutes 
to let them know why that is unacceptable.

Chris Wood
President and CEO of Trout Unlimited

Photo - TU

http://www.tu.org/action-center
http://www.tu.org/action-center
http://clerk.house.gov/evs/2017/roll006.xml
http://clerk.house.gov/evs/2017/roll006.xml
http://www.tu.org/action-center?vvsrc=%2fSurveys%2f3454%2fRespond
http://www.tu.org/action-center?vvsrc=%2fSurveys%2f3454%2fRespond
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Click here for 
link to video.

Want to honor Teddy Roosevelt’s legacy? 
Here’s how:
 
Theodore Roosevelt was many things, but 
perhaps most of all he was a public lands 
champion. He used his authority as President 
to establish 150 national forests, 51 federal 
bird reserves, four national game preserves, 
five national parks and 18 national 
monuments on over 230 million acres of 
public land.
 
Yeah, he liked public lands...and our country 
is greater for it.
 
[SIGN THE PETITION TO PROTECT 
PUBLIC LANDS]
 
We’ve often found ourselves wondering what 
Theodore Roosevelt might think of today’s 
conservation landscape and controversies 
over the management of America’s public 
lands.
 
No doubt things have changed since he 
occupied the oval office but many threats 
have stayed the same when it comes to 
public lands. The greed of a few to take the 
right of many, for example.

[SIGN THE PETITION TO PROTECT 
PUBLIC LANDS]

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=dRiklne5dB0
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=dRiklne5dB0
http://www.tu.org/action-center?vvsrc=%2fSurveys%2f3454%2fRespond
http://www.tu.org/action-center?vvsrc=%2fSurveys%2f3454%2fRespond
http://www.tu.org/action-center?vvsrc=%2fSurveys%2f3454%2fRespond
http://www.tu.org/action-center?vvsrc=%2fSurveys%2f3454%2fRespond
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Tuckaseigee Chapter Has a 
Facebook Page

Trout Unlimited encourages individual chapters to take advantage of social media to promote 
themselves. It’s been a long time coming but Tuck Chapter finally has a Facebook page which can 
be accessed here:

https://www.facebook.com/tuckaseigeechapter373/

We hope to be able to use our Facebook page to help publicize our chapter’s mission and goals. Our 
target audience is anyone who might be interested in what our chapter is doing and what campaigns 
we might have in process at any given time. Also, we hope to encourage individuals to consider 
joining our chapter and become involved with us.

Members are encouraged to make posts to the page, add photos and videos, give likes, and share 
fishing trips, tips, and information. If you have conservation news relevant to our chapter - post it. 
Other pertinent news will be welcome as well.

The more member participation we have the more successful and effective our Facebook page will 
be.

https://www.facebook.com/tuckaseigeechapter373/
https://www.facebook.com/tuckaseigeechapter373/
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 FEBRUARY GRUB COMMITTEE
Jim Mills and Jerry Deweese.

Click here for 
link to video.

You can help reconnect rivers throughout the 
US by giving to the Orvis/TU 1,000 Miles 
Campaign.

Our Three-Day Retreat Weekends offer a full schedule of activities 
that includes basic fly fishing instruction, medical education and 
groups that provide opportunities for support and connection with 
other women surviving cancer.

Retreats begin on Friday afternoon and conclude on Sunday after 
lunch. The schedule includes group activities and fly fishing 
instruction. Most women who attend have never held a fly rod and 
many have never fished. Fly fishing instruction is simple and fun!!

Fly fishing instructors and river guides are always present to teach 
and assist. All meals are included and volunteer staff are onsite for the 
entire weekend. While the retreat schedule has a variety of activities, 
we encourage women to participate at their own level. There is plenty 
of free time built into the schedule. All participants and volunteers will 
receive a detailed retreat schedule prior to the weekend. l

April 28-30 and October 13-17, 
2017 for women with all types of 
cancer, Lake Logan Center, 
Canton, NC.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=doWlxhhez7Y
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=doWlxhhez7Y
https://gifts.tumembership.org/donate/orvis-tu-fund-culverts
https://gifts.tumembership.org/donate/orvis-tu-fund-culverts
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SHARE WITH YOUR CHAPTER

Do you have something you’d like to share with the 
chapter? An announcement, news, or topic that you feel 

would be of interest to fellow members?

We are always seeking submissions to Tuck Tales for our 
future editions. Please let your editor know by sending 

your information to:

Craig Forrest
craigforrest@sleepyhollowstudio.com

Think about supporting TU 
with a Back The Brookie TU 

license plate!

Backcast

Be An Active Member

TCTU has a number of committees that 
need members like you to participate. 

Please consider contacting a committee 
chairperson to volunteer to serve on the 

committee that most interests you.

Send your requests to President Dale 
Collins at tuckriverclub@gmail.com

to let him know which committee you are 
interested in, and he will forward your 

name to the chairperson.

Help TCTU by getting involved with one of 
the committees listed below.

Conservation/Education

Fund Raising

Membership

Programs

Publicity/Communications

Fishing Trips

 he January meeting offered a discussion by new 
	 Tuck Chapter President Dale Collins regarding what 
the chapter will be doing in the upcoming year.  l
T

mailto:craigforrest@sleepyhollowstudio.com
mailto:craigforrest@sleepyhollowstudio.com
mailto:tuckriverclub@gmail.com
mailto:tuckriverclub@gmail.com
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UPCOMING EVENTS

Next TCTU Meeting: 
United Community Bank  2/7/17

FLY OF THE MONTH

Do you have a pattern that you'd like to submit for our Tuck Tales Fly Of The Month 
article? If you can take a few digital photos of your fly tying effort, please do so and 

provide a short description of how to tie your pattern.

Most point-and-shoot digital cameras have a flash and macro photography capability. 
Come on. Give it a try. Share that secret pattern with your fellow members!

We'll include your fly in an up-coming issue of Tuck Tales!

Please send an email to Craig Forrest

craigforrest@sleepyhollowstudio.com

The Winter issue of Trout 
Magazine is now 

available on-line at:

http://www.tu.org/media/trout-
magazine

mailto:craigforrest@sleepyhollowstudio.com
mailto:craigforrest@sleepyhollowstudio.com
http://www.tu.org/press-room/trout-magazine
http://www.tu.org/press-room/trout-magazine
http://www.tu.org/press-room/trout-magazine
http://www.tu.org/press-room/trout-magazine
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! he January meeting offered a presentation by 
" new chapter president Dale Collins on 
challenges and opportunities for the chapter in the 
coming year. Members present had a chance to 
express their views and opinions on possible new 
undertakings by the chapter in 2017.

It was a great meeting with a lot of new ideas being 
put forward for the consideration of the membership. 
Some topics discussed were possible participation in 
a Trout Festival to be held in Sylva in May, the 
October Smoky Mountain Fly Fishing festival in 
Bryson City, working with the WATR organization 
regarding establishing invasive species monitoring 
stations on the DH water, additional collaboration with 
WATR on general water quality initiatives (Scotts 
Creek in particular), a 5 Rivers project for WCU, 
additional TIC projects, and a possible banquet or 
other new fund raising initiatives. Whew!  See what 
you miss when you miss a meeting?

In addition we discussed on-going projects including 
the Annual Tuck Clean-up, Ducks-On-The-Tuck, 
Rivercourse, on-going water quality monitoring 
in GSMNP, and membership growth. Speaking 
of membership, if you can, try to invite 
someone to attend the next meeting as your 
guest. We need to grow our chapter and 
increase participation.

Richard Echelman graciously donated a rod he 
had won in a previous raffle for us to use in our 
new raffle. $5 will get you 6 tickets for a chance 
to win this beautiful Jim Mills hand-crafted IM 
12, 7 1/2’ 4-piece rod for 2,3, or 4-weight line. 
This rod according to Jim has half the weight of 
comparable rods and a lot more strength.

Plans are - weather permitting - to have a 
casting clinic at 6:00 PM before the February 
meeting at our regular meeting place, United 
Community Bank in Sylva. Come early and gain 
some knowledge about casting.

Editor’s Cast
Tuck Chapter will next meet 

6:00 PM February 7th at United 
Community bank of Sylva on 

Highway 107 South. The 
program will be provided by 
District 9 Biologist Powell 
Wheeler of the NC Wildlife 

Resources Commission. There 
will be a casting clinic at 6:00 

weather permitting.

Forward Cast

TUCKASEIGEE
CHAPTER

T
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Tuckaseigee Chapter is offering a chance to win a new fly rod at each meeting!

Richard Echelman won the rod pictured at the December 2016 meeting. Richard has graciously donated a rod to the 
chapter that he had won in a previous raffle for our new rod raffle! (Photo in next newsletter.)

Members can purchase chances at $1 each ($5 gets you 6 tickets) to be selected to then draw a card from a standard 
deck. If you draw the special card you’ll win the rod. That’s quite a good reason to attend the next meeting. You could 

go home with a beautiful rod!

Don’t Miss Your Chance!

is published 12 times per year by Tuckaseigee Chapter 
of Trout Unlimited, a non-profit organization, for its 

members and supporters.

Edited by Craig Forrest. Please address comments to:

Tuck Tales
P.O. Box 3196

Cullowhee, NC 28723

email: craigforrest@sleepyhollwstudio.com

The Tuckaseigee Chapter has a web presence at:

http://www.tuckaseigee.tu.org

Tuck
TalesSend In A Fishing Report!

Tuck Tales would like to feature your fishing report. This 
could be from a recent or past fishing trip. We don’t care 
where you went or what you fished for. Maybe you fished 

the Tuck, or some other water out-of-state or maybe 
another country!

Just send in your report including who went, where, when, 
what water was fished, the tackle used, photos if you have 

them, and what were the results. Send to:

Craig Forrest
craigforrest@sleepyhollowstudio.com

Tuckaseigee Chapter of Trout Unlimited serves Jackson and Swain Counties. We meet the first Tuesday 
of every month in the Community Room at the rear of the United Community Bank of Highway 107 South 
in Sylva at 6:30 PM. A meal is provided by the Grub Committee at a cost of $5 per person. Guests are 
invited to join us at no charge.

mailto:craigforrest@sleepyhollwstudio.com
mailto:craigforrest@sleepyhollwstudio.com
http://tuckaseigee.tu.org
http://tuckaseigee.tu.org
mailto:craigforrest@sleepyhollowstudio.com
mailto:craigforrest@sleepyhollowstudio.com
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Examples of 
apparel with 

the 
Tuckaseigee 

Chapter 
embroidery
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Fly of the Month
By Shannon Messer

This month’s fly is the Matt’s Midge:

Hook: #18 - #22 straight eye dry fly hook
Body:  Black 6/0 Danville waxed thread
Wing:  white or silver z-lon fibers
Hack:  Grizzly 

I like to use a slightly larger hackle and trim the bottom as this aids me with visibility.  Tie them in olive and grey to 
match tiny olive and grey midges.  I highly recommend the straight eye hook since they seem to have a larger 
eye. 

Ed. Note: This is my kind of fly Shannon - easy to tie!

Tie in a simple thread body.

As usual, tying materials 
are available from Shannon 
at the Sylva Orvis Store.

http://www.blackrockoutdoorcompany.com/orvis-fly-shop-sylva-nc
http://www.blackrockoutdoorcompany.com/orvis-fly-shop-sylva-nc
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Tie in the z-lon fibers.

Hackle the fly with a grizzly feather the appropriate size, trim the bottom (if desired) & whip finish.
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Regulation 
Reminders

Please Read the Detailed 
Fishing Regulations for 

More Information

" atch-and-Release/Artificial Lures Only Waters"  
" These trout waters and their tributaries, except as noted, may 
be fished only with artificial lures having one single hook. No trout 
may be harvested or possessed while fishing these streams. These 
streams are marked with purple-and-gold signs.

C

" atch-and-Release/Artificial Flies Only Waters"These 
" trout waters and their tributaries, except as noted, may 
be fished only with artificial flies having one single hook. No 
trout may be harvested or possessed while fishing these 
streams. These streams are marked with red-and-gold signs.

C

http://www.ncwildlife.org/Portals/0/Regs/Documents/Current/Mountain_Trout.pdf
http://www.ncwildlife.org/Portals/0/Regs/Documents/Current/Mountain_Trout.pdf
http://www.ncwildlife.org/Portals/0/Regs/Documents/Current/Mountain_Trout.pdf
http://www.ncwildlife.org/Portals/0/Regs/Documents/Current/Mountain_Trout.pdf
http://www.ncwildlife.org/Portals/0/Regs/Documents/Current/Mountain_Trout.pdf
http://www.ncwildlife.org/Portals/0/Regs/Documents/Current/Mountain_Trout.pdf
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Dale Collins - President	 	 	 	 336-847-1234
e-mail: tuckriverclub@gmail.com

Shannon Messer - Vice President 	 	 828-226-2060
e-mail: appalachianflies@gmail.com

Dick Sellers - Past President - Director	 	 828-586-2887
e-mail: dick.sellers@frontier.com

Craig Green - Treasurer	 	 	 	 828-452-0818
e-mail: cngreen@bellsouth.net
 
Ted Kubit - Secretary	 	 	 	 828-631-5543
e-mail: tkubit@frontier.com

Lee Ewart - Director	 	 	              828-506-5315
e-mail: duramax7710@gmail.com

Ron Biesecker - Director	 	 	 828-586-4378
e-mail: rmb6er@gmail.com

Craig Forrest - Newsletter Editor/Webmaster	 828-293-9425
e-mail: craigforrest@sleepyhollowstudio.com

Manufactured by 
clouds. Aged in ice. 
Brought to you by 
gravity. Quantities 
are limited. TU.org

C
ha

p
te

r 
O

ff
ic

er
s

February ~ March Hatches

INSECT EMERGENCE PATTERN

EARLY DARK 
STONEFLIES

ALL DAY 18 PHEASANT TAIL
18 EARLY BROWN STONEFLY

BLUE QUILL
PARALEPTOPHLEBIA 
ADOPTIVA

LATE MARCH
MORNING TO EARLY 
AFTERNOON

18 BLUE QUILL WET & DRY
18 ADAMS

BWO
BAETIS

FEBRUARY - MARCH
EARLY AFTERNOONS
WARM DAYS

18 BWO PARACHUTE
18 ADAMS

QUILL GORDAN
EPEORUS PLEURALIS

LATE MARCH
EARLY AFTERNOON

12-14 QUILL GORDAN DRY
12-14 GOLD-RIBBED HARE’S 
EAR

mailto:appalachianflies@gmail.com
mailto:appalachianflies@gmail.com
mailto:esipler@earthilnk.net
mailto:esipler@earthilnk.net
mailto:duramax7710@gmail.com
mailto:duramax7710@gmail.com
mailto:richardalan1@frontier.com
mailto:richardalan1@frontier.com
mailto:craigforrest@sleepyhollowstudio.com
mailto:craigforrest@sleepyhollowstudio.com
http://www.tu.org
http://www.tu.org

